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A. A. Milne (18 January 1882 – 31 January 1956) was an English 
author, best known for his books about the teddy bear Winnie-the-
Pooh and for various poems. 'If I May' is a collection of short 
essays on desultory subjects that first appeared in The Sphere, 
The Outlook, The Daily News, The Sunday Express (London) and 
Vanity Fair (New York). These essays display Milne's vivid 
imagination and literary ability to elaborate on almost any 
subject in an engaging manner. Milne's literary style and humor - 
often self deprecatory - endear him to modern readers as well - 
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